
APS Prize 
 

The Prize is awarded to the student who gains first place at the end of either (a) an APS-
accredited program in psychology of four years’ duration leading to a single qualification, or 
(b) an APS-accredited fourth year program in psychology comprising one year equivalent of 

study. 
 

RECIPIENT UNIVERSITY THESIS TITLE 

Majella Allen Australian Catholic University 

Thesis title – Redintegrating 
Jubmled Wrods: The effects of 
word length, word frequency 
and generation on tasks of 
immediate serial recall 

Hugh Dennett Australian National University 
Thesis title – Processing 
strategies underlying 
perception of complex form 

Christine Kumnick Bond University 
Thesis title – Development of 
a Korean Characters Non-
Verbal Memory Test 

Courtney McKee Central Queensland University 

Thesis title – Appraisals as 
Mediators Between Text-
Based Factors and Reader 
Interest in Stories 

Belinda Cooper Charles Darwin University 

Thesis title – Nursing 
Students’ Intentions to Care for 
Indigenous Patients: The Role 
of Cultural Competence and 
Cognitive Empathy 

Gillian Dolan Charles Sturt University 

Thesis title – The effect of 
empathy on sentencing 
decisions: A test of the 
attribution-affect-action model 

Robert Schutze Curtin University 

Thesis title – The Role of 
Mindfulness in a Fear-
Avoidance Model of Chronic 
Pain 

Mark Brown Deakin University 
Thesis title – Explaining 
Effects of Event Valence on 
Unrealistic Optimism 

Zdenka Bartova Edith Cowan University 
Thesis title – From GPs to 
Psychologists: The Patients’ 
Perspective on Help-Seeking 
and Referral 

Sophia Villis Flinders University 
Thesis title – A hot issue: 
Predictors of global warming 
reduction behaviour 



Claire Ryan Griffith University 

Thesis title – A Longitudinal 
Study of Chronic Stress within 
the Australian Corrective 
Industry 

Jordan McAfoose James Cook University 

Thesis title – Visual-spatial 
working memory: Capacity 
limitations on the reliance on 
phonological loop and central-
executive functions 

Kavi Jayasinghe LaTrobe University 

Thesis title – The Horizontal 
and Vertical Components of 
Apparent Length: A 
Quantitative Model of Gestalt 
Representation 

Samantha Baggott Macquarie University 
Thesis title – The Effects of 
Affect: Are facial expressions 
processed involuntarily? 

Azira Alimanovic Monash University 

Thesis title – Adjustment in 
Parents of Children with 
Disability: Interrelationships of 
Resistance Factors 

Tara Walker Murdoch University 

Thesis title – The impact of 
concurrent media exposure on 
the effectiveness of television 
advertising: An evaluation 

Lee-Ann Wilson Queensland University of 
Technology 

Thesis title – The role of 
perceived risk in psychologist’s 
willingness and intention to 
integrate complementary and 
alternative therapies into 
practice 

Timothy Di Stefano RMIT University 

Thesis title – Reducing Body 
Dissatisfaction in Adolescents: 
Impact on an Interactive 
School-Based Prevention 
Program 

Alira Capararo Southern Cross University 
Thesis title – Interhemispheric 
Asymmetries in the Processing 
of Biological Motion Cues 

Laila Hugrass Swinburne University of 
Technology 

Thesis title – The effects of 
motion on binocular rivalry 
between simple and complex 
images 

Rebecca Feo University of Adelaide (1) 

Thesis title – On-field 
Communication in Netball: A 
Conversation Analytic 
Investigation of Talk, Player 
Movement and Outcomes of 
Play 



Anne Koerber University of Adelaide (2) 
Thesis title – Recruiting tween 
girls as consumers: A Critical 
Discourse Analysis of quizzes 
in tween girl magazines 

Laura Liversage University of Ballarat 

Thesis title – Primary School 
Teachers’ Use of Behaviour 
Management Strategies within 
Teaching Training Frameworks 

Catherine Wren University of Canberra 

Thesis title – Impact of online 
health information seeking on 
psychological distress and 
help-seeking: Effects of source 
credibility, content threat, and 
health anxiety 

Patrick Goodbourn University of Melbourne 

Thesis title – Spatial 
limitations of fast temporal 
segmentation: Psychophysical 
evidence for an early cortical 
mechanism 

Jennifer Fletcher University of New England 

Thesis title – Dual Process 
Cognition and Decision-Making 
in Adolescence: The Role of 
Working Memory Capacity 

Adrian Camilleri University of New South Wales 
Thesis title – Extinction and 
renewal of human causal 
learning 

Elise Mansfield University of Newcastle 

Thesis title – Get ready: 
Investigating the neural 
correlates of preparing for a 
change in task 

Alix Vann University of Queensland 
Thesis title – I like you, do you 
like me! Synchronic imitation 
and the social motivation to 
copy others 

Elissa Pearson University of South Australia 

Thesis title – Mixed-species 
exhibits: The need for research 
and an empirical study of the 
orangutans (Pongo Pygmaeus 
Abelii) and siamangs 
(Hylobates Syndactylus) at 
Adelaide Zoo 

Rosemary Baker University of Southern 
Queensland 

Thesis title – Word-length 
Effects in Backward Serial 
Recall and the 
Remember/Know Task 

Hannah Pincham University of Sydney 
Thesis title – Associate 
learning in humans required 
neither explicit awareness, nor 



selection for short-term 
memory 

Bronwyn Weaver University of Tasmania 
Thesis title – Interhemispheric 
Competition in Bimanual 
Movements 

Saruchi Chhabra University of Western Australia 

Thesis title – Memory binding 
and intentional inhibition in 
individuals predisposed to 
hallucinations 

Kate Lewis University of Wollongong 

Thesis title – Subtyping the 
borderline personality disorder 
diagnosis: A principal 
components analysis of the 
DSM-IV criteria 

Tegan Rose Victoria University 
Thesis title – Can Personality 
and Emotional Intelligence 
Predict Leadership Style? 

 


